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Aspectivity 

All Upcoming Events  at High St Rd subject  
to field works until further notice. 

Next Meeting is on:  

Friday 14th May 

Glen Waverley  

Primary School 
 

8.00pm Start 

27 May ...deadline for next edition 

  May 2010 

   Issue 432 

..monthly Newsletter of the Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 

VARMS - Fostering the Sport of Radio Controlled Soaring in Victoria 

16 May  RCGA Thermal Lg #10 Digg‟s Rest RCGA 

16 May  VARMS Trophy High St Rd VARMS 

23 May Training  High St Rd VARMS 

23 May  DLG 1pm  High St Rd F3k 

5 June  Scale Aerotow High St Rd VARMS 

6 June  Training High St Rd VARMS 

12,14 June  RCGA Thermal  Lg #11 Jerilderie LSF 

20 June Training + VARMS Trophy High St Rd VARMS 

27 June  DLG 10am High St Rd F3k 

4 July  Training High St Rd VARMS 

Team Captain John Riley receiving the VMAA Trophy 

When you read Max Maysom‟s 

piece you will see that the proposed 

“Vapour” pylon/combat racing cant 

take place…….. BOO HISS !!!!. 
Especially as I bought one specially just to 

compete... Jeez!..... the fun police rule ! 

Hopefully one of them will bring 

something for the show and tell.   
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The Keyboard 
 

Your frequency key should have your full name 
written clearly on it so that you can be easily rec-
ognised and contacted in case of a frequency 
clash. Mobile phone number on your key is a 
good idea too, in case you have departed and left 
your key in the board thus stopping somebody 
else from using that frequency. Members with 
2.4 GHz radio sets should still insert a standard 
key in the appropriate section of the keyboard. 

Please send articles and photos for  

Publication in Aspectivity to: 

Editor, Aspectivity 
 

 mhaysom@tpg.com.au  
 

Or 
 

 Colin Smith (compiler) 

colinkay@lizzy.com.au 

 Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat  Sun 

9.00-12.00 Power Glider Power Glider Power Power (Aerotow first sat of month) Glider 

12.01-5.00 Glider Power Glider Power Glider Glider (Aerotow first sat of month) Glider 

Editorial and Site Management Report – May 2010 
Site:  Re The Entry Gate problems, raised previously, have been dramatically reduced with only one call 

out in the past month. These problems may not have been of our members making. For those who took 

umbrage, I am sorry. 

Lost or Strayed:  Gate Keys – Josef (Sepp) Kirchenhuber believes he left his key (#M189) in the gate 

padlock recently. If you found this key, or know where it is, please contact me. Also would the person 

who has key #M143 please contact me, please check, somebody has it.   

The President‟s column mentions the current waterlogged state of the field. This is our first winter, or 

wet season, on this part of the site and recent events have shown that almost anywhere South of the twin 

gate entry, right across the field, will be impassable to regular vehicles. Large 4 x 4‟s will cause a lot of 

damage to the area nominated and are also advised NOT to enter this southern area. Our tractor, having 

smooth turf tyres will not be able to assist “bogged” vehicles. All damage to the field surface must be 

made good again. We have identified the cause / problem and will work towards improving drainage 

before next season, but it is so bad now that it may be impossible to make any real improvement this 

year. Absolutely NO vehicles or pedestrian traffic on the new “strip”, or landing field, until further 

notice! The “Aquaseeding”, or as Colin describes it, hydromulching, is being done as I write this on the 

laptop, at the field. Very interesting, and a huge time saver. It is probably going to cost around $3000 so 

please be patient and observe our instructions so that your club‟s investment can payoff for all members. 

Also Colin C and Jim Baker have managed to insert a drain across the crushed rock access road / track 

adjacent to the deepest water and much of this water has now, and will continue to drain into the road-

side drain to the south.  

Editorial: The future of Aspectivity, the VARMS Newsletter, is uncertain as Colin Smith, who does the 

assembly (compiling) of the newsletter may have to take a break for personal reasons. ( Correction... the 

term IS taking a break) Colin has done a great job preparing all the reports and articles plus making the 

many and varied photos fit our format. Colin may have raised this elsewhere. I will still, if needed, ar-

range the copying and mailing of the hard copies. If interested, talk to Colin Smith or myself. 

The subject of entertainment at the General Meetings is on hold, due to lack of interest and adverse com-

ments made, to me, about R/C models being flown above and around groups of members talking. If you 

don‟t want this, tell us what you do want. (Or better still lets thrash it out at the meeting !.) 

You will see elsewhere in the newsletter, a notice about the visit to Model Engines that was arranged by 

Reg Neville. I have got about 10 names as at 7th May and ME can handle maybe 60, so get your names 

in early. It sounds like a good night. Thanks Reg, 

Have Fun in the Winter Sun, (or Mud)  Cheers……. Max 

mailbox://C%7C/Documents%20and%20Settings/Owner/Application%20Data/Thunderbird/Profiles/brdtvhp4.default/Mail/pop.lizzy.com.au/Inbox?number=752819584
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President’s Prattle 

From nothing last month, to a bit of action since! 
First off, our team won the VMAA trophy again, well done guys. I'm sure there are more details else-
where in Aspectivity, but it please me to see some old and new competitors battling for us ( and battling 
some pretty rough weather too) The fact that we had spectators / supporters as well makes it even 
sweeter  
  Then came the opportunity for a grader to "rip" a new strip for us. It cost a bit, but was something we 
could not have done our selves.  The grader also highlighted a "soft spot" we have, towards the south, 
on the west side. This area will remain soft until some proper drainage is done, and for this we will need 
some help from Knox. We have spoken to them, identifying the need to control the water coming from 
their site, and improving the drain along our south boundary.. This will not happen over night, so we can 
expect a "Wet Track" this winter........ But it will be better next year 
  Next came an impromptu Working Bee last Saturday (May 1st) that I put up on the VARMS fo-
rum.  Only about 10 turned up, but managed to get 90% done, raking the dead grass clumps off the 
runway. There is more to be done on the south end, so if anyone feels like doing a bit, feel free. Satur-
day arvo would be good. Just rake the clumps up into a heap, and deposite them on the western side, 
off the runway. Ring Max, Jim Baker or me if required. 
 Next up, is to get the runway "hydro mulched', the green stuff you see on some construction sites. It's 
quick, will prevent soil erosion, and we will have grass growing in a few weeks.  It's quite interesting 
stuff, as it is seed, fertilizer and mulch and water sprayed on all together, and with our wet season on 
us , should be grass in under 6 weeks. 
 We had a meeting at Knox last week, and we hear our licence agreement is just around the corner, 
and I'm guessing it's been held up a bit by the Knox Ratepayers Association attack on the project cost-
ing.  From what we are hearing, there are some cost blow outs, but from our dealings with these guys, 
its just one of the challenges they have to deal with, and our stuff is way down the list of importance. 
Having said that, I'm sure it's coming. 
   Now, on another subject.... the south end of the field is water logged..... an under statement !.   So 
why would you try and drive a car down there ?  And by the wheel tracks, someone has even had a go 
at driving down the strip.    IF GLIDER FLYERS MUST DRIVE IN THE FIELD, do so via the PERIM-
ITER TRACK, that is, along the eastern boundary, across the northern boundary, and then south to 
where you want to drop off.  Anyone getting bogged will be treated the same as if you had got bogged 
on your golf course.  
  

That's it from me, don't forget to bring something for show and tell. ………..  Col 
 

Anybody getting stuck on the field should phone The Editor  Max Haysom  who will pass it on to the 

Compiler and he will help to get you unbogged. Well not unbogged exactly but he will have a good 

larf….... at your expense……... and then you will probably find your car and picture plastered all over 

the front of Aspectivity…... Purely as a warning to others of course! 

ADVANCE WARNING 
 

VARMS will need a new newsletter compiler after the AGM .  
 

Its not a difficult task as I have found out over the years. Some of you must be adept at 

“Word” or “Whatever” although personally I prefer “Publisher” (which the club has a 

licensed copy). The club also has a nucleus of regular contributors so its just a case of a 

few phone calls or an email to prompt them for their „stuff‟ in time. The digital age has 

made photo‟s a doddle and I am willing to give the new bloke any help I can.  

Never done it before, that‟s what I said a long time ago and have done it on and off for 

quite a few years without a problem.   

I have set up “Publisher” so that each month is pre-recorded so to speak, and so its only 

the blanks that need filling in. Come on give it a go.  

If you are interested ……...give me a ring on 9874 3480 
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 VARMS April  2010 Club General Meeting. 
Held at Glen Waverley Primary School Hall,Friday 9 April , 2010 Comm.8.20 p.m. 

(compiled from notes made by Colin Collyer for running meeting – a complete meeting notes set will be 

provided later.) 
 

Apologies -  Roger Stevenson, Ian Pearson & Bruce Perry 

Visitors -     Robert Kassel & Barry Avery (new member) 

Secretary -  VMAA March,2010  Exec Meet notes. 

President’s Report. 

Topics – 

1) Introductory Modeller talks- (“Meet & Greet” Segment) 

A) John Riley 

 9 years in VARMS –started in Control Line Enjoys flying Angel 

Flight with Peter Cossins 

  B)  David Weller 

 15 Years in VARMS – enjoys Aerotow Claim to fame ;in Ford 

team that won Le mans in 1969 
 

2)– Briggs Field-  development issues report 

No current developments Knox Council busy on other projects 

and equipment required for Field airstrip works. 

 Flying Field access - Very wet on edge of track – load of fill to 

be organized by Max Haysom 

VMAA Trophy - .Sat.April 10  

Event Teams nearly full – preparations under stewardship of 

John Riley, going well – spectators and VARMS Supporters al-

ways welcome. 

Aspectivity. 
Magazine content & format excellent! – good read, well done. 

thanks to Max Haysom and Colin Smith, as well as those stalwarts continuing to send in very interesting 

articles& photos. –these are always welcome. 
 

General Business  
Club Training  -Report by Ian Slack– all going well – good attendance numbers each week.- prospects 

of Slope days – weather permitting. 

VARMS Trophy. 

Last round a good affair and very enjoyable next Round Sunday 11 April,2010. 

Special Interest Groups 
 

Scale Group report – 

Report on Scale Aerotow meet. at  Jerilderie –excellent weather and great flying  - 20 entrants 

Taggerty  meet .over weekend 24-26 April. 

Club Member – “Show & Tell” Segment 
David Pratley demonstration of some new ”ARF” models – including impressive JU87“Stuka” 

scale kit – 1.4 metres span -$360 with motor. Plus, display of high capacity batteries -  impres-

sive! 

Ian Slack –“ Flair” kit  K8   Continued demonstration of construction progress.-looking good! 

Visits to Model Engines outlet – Wed.16 June at 7 pm. – Watch “Aspectivity” for details 

Meeting closed 9.15 p.m. for supper-coffee & buns by Bakers Delight, Glen Waverley. 

Next Club Meeting to be held on Friday, 14 May, 2010 at Glen Waverley Primary School hall. 

AT THE NAB 

Income V's Spending 
Between 1/04/10 and 30/04/10 

  
Income Categories  

Bank Interest  $          0.36  

  
Total Income  $          0.36  

  

  
Expense Categories  

Administration  $       495.00  
 - Badges & Uniforms   
$495.00 

 

  
Aspectivity $130.50 

     -  Printing   $86.50  

    - Postage  $44.00  

Bank Fees $3.00 
  -  Account Fee  3.00  

Briggs Field $1,366.69 
   -Maint.     $1280.00  

   - Mowing  $86.69  

  
Total Expense Catego-

ries 
$1,995.19 

Did you know that "eat" is the only word that if you take the first letter and move it to the 

last, it spells its past tense "ate"……..  How weird is that? 



May 2010 Aspectivity 5 

 

Grumman E-2C Hawkeye, Part 3 – By Alex Evans 

This is where the wing middle part is 

OK, just a brief refresher… In my previous part of the 

“Story” I was close to finishing the fuselage… 

hmm… – not so fast Jack! 

 

Working on the fuselage, I realised that if I connect 

the tail bits, it will be harder and very awkward to 

start the construction of the DISH Pod / legs. SO – I 

thought, OK, it is time for this part of the project 

which to tell you the truth, I was trying to postpone… 

 

I started thinking, how do I fill in the gap between the 

Square side of the wing (TE) support mount, and the 

curve of the fuselage behind it, well – I decided to use 

that “Magic” Polyurethane glue “Vise” that Rod told 

us about some time ago.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is how this looks. Really disgusting…  
 

This material needs to be filled into the cardboard 

frame gradually, in several “sessions”, let to set for 

some 24 hours, and do it again, until the gap is filled, 

then shaped into the correct form…. I said “Shaped” 

oops… To shape it to its final format – I actually need 

to have the middle section of the wing in place – or 

else, how can I know what shape to bring it to? 
 

Back to the drawing board so to speak. I started with 

the fuselage for various reasons, I then had to con-

struct the tail feathers, then realised I need the Dish 

pod in place, then I realised I need to have the wing 

built… So, the lesson from all this – you never know 

in which order to do things when scratch building – 

until you actually do it! 
 

The wing – it is 80” span, and to be able and store it in 

the limited space in my garage, and be able to trans-

port it, I MUST break it into a middle section, and two 

outer bits. This was NOT part of the plan in front of 

me, so I had to re-engineer how the wing is con-

structed, and how will the parts come together.  
 

I liked the method I used in the construction of my 

Cessna 337 and decide to repeat it – a rectangular Car-

bon fibre hollow tube inside a light ply construction, 

one half of that inside the mid section, the other half in 

the outer wing part… Here it is. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And when I put it all together, it starts looking like 

something that may one day fly eventually… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And finally, for this chapter anyway… Have a look at 

how the motor mount looks; it is also the “Base” for the 

main under carriage as can be seen from the above pic-

ture. All this needs to be encased into one Nacelle, and 

be made in such way as to provide access for mainte-

nance activities from time to time.  

Until next time - Fly safe, Alex. 

Justin :-  Its flown and is on youtube so check out 

the links, and that super smooth runway, some-

where else in this newsletter ….p15 I think 



May 2010 Aspectivity 6 

   VMAA TROPHY  
The VMAA Trophy for 2010 was held at the State Field 

over the  weekend of the 10th and 11th April. This was 

the 19th  time the event had been run and whilst 

VARMS had participated previously, we had only won 

the trophy for the first time last year. There was a lot for 

the VARMS to live up to, and happily we did just that – 

We won it again ! 
 

For some reason unclear to me I was nominated as Team 

Manager. As a non contest flyer I felt a little out of my 

depth but I had no real cause to worry as Colin Collyer 

and past Team Manager, Peter Cossins  were always 

there to help with information and advice. I was also 

helped over the two days by Simon Raphael who came 

up as a team supporter and ended up doing a lot of the 

incidental things that made my job easier  ( Simon lives 

in Seafood a long, long way from D’gum !) 
 

There are 10 events that make up the competition and 

VARMS nominated  for 8 of these. 
 

Our Team was as follows; 

 

With 10 events to fly it would seem that the best chance 

of winning overall would be to enter everything. But this 

is not the case as only the best 6 results for each club are 

taken into account. 
 

VARMS scored 3 firsts, 3 seconds and one third in the 

events we entered and which were completed. The Most 

Unusual Aircraft event was not flown due to the condi-

tions, but Scott Mackenzie probably would have done 

well as he flew his model after the event was called off 

and certainly entertained all present. 
 

Weather is the one variable in all forms of aviation that 

can cause the most concern. The forecast for last week-

end did look challenging with rain and wind mentioned 

for both days. On the drive up to the State Field on Sat-

urday  the low cloud over the ranges looked ominous. 

And so to on the Sunday but, fortunately it was mainly 

dry for both days of the contest. However it was inclined 

to be windy, particularly on the Sunday. 

The northerly wind on Saturday had swung around to a 

westerly on the Sunday and had freshened considerably 
 

Conditions on the ground at the State field were excel-

lent with both of the grassed strips in fine order. Also 

excellent were the personal comfort facilities with clean 

toilets and plenty of hot coffee and food in the club-

house. It was a “well done” to the host club, the  North-

ern Flying Group. 

On the Saturday we flew Helicopter, Thermal Glider , Scale and 

Scale Aerobatics. Fun Fly was also run, but VARMS was not 

entered. It was a great day for VARMS with wins in Helicopter, 

Thermal Glider and Scale and a second place in Scale Aerobat-

ics. 
 

It couldn't be said that the competition was strong in Thermal 

Glider with only Alan Mayhew for VARMS and Theo Arvani-

tarkis for PDARCS being serious contenders. Alan flew his 

3.4meter Birdie very consistently in the conditions and ended 

up with the top score. 

Aside from Alan and Theo flying in the Thermal Glider event it 

worth noting that a number of VARMS members helped out 

with running of the contest. In particular it was nice to see 

Geoff Moore launching for and coaching one of the junior 

members from another club. 
 

Geoff Moore had flown  Helicopter in the event last year and 

had done a great job then. But he had given a lot of thought to 

the event and was very well prepared this year. So much so that 

this year he flew 3 very consistent rounds of the timed task 

event with the minimum loss of points. You could also say he 

had the nicest helicopter in the contest as well, as his electric T 

Rex sounded and flew a lot better than the noisy and smoky I/C 

powered machines. 

 

 

Geoff Moore Helicopter 

Alan Mayhew Thermal Soaring 

Peter Cossins Old Timer Duration 

Steve Malcman Fun Scale  

Steve Malcman Scale Aerobatics 

David Hobby Electric Glider 

Colin Collyer  Musical Landings 

Scott McKenzie Most Unusual Aircraft 

Alan Mayhew’s Birdie being launched by David Hobby 

Geoff Moore informing his opponents what to expect ! 
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Steve Malcman lined up his 37% scale Cessna 182S  for the 

Fun Scale event . This is an excellent and very realistic rep-

resentation of the full size C 182S ( VH CXZ ) that Peter 

Cossins and I both fly. Although this event is a scale compe-

tition the static presentation of the model is not taken into 

account and it is judged on how the aircraft presents in the 

air. Well, at 37% scale, Steve's'  model presents very well in 

all phases of flight. It is easy to imagine Peter and I sitting 

up front and on the way to Browns winery for lunch! ( That 

would a difficult breathalyser to administer methinks?).  It 

should be no surprise to hear that Steve won the scale event, 

and deservedly so as just transporting the model and prepar-

ing it for flight is a huge effort for Steve and father Danny, 

and worthy of first place without even having to fly it. 

Steve also lined up for the Scale Aerobatics with his large 

OS 160 powered Katana. He had been practising with the 

model for the last few weeks but was experiencing unreli-

able performance from the engine. The tank had been re-

plumbed and all of the systems checked out, but the engine 

was not performing well during the first round and it quit 

with three of the prescribed schedule of manoeuvres to com-

plete. Further investigation revealed the pressure line from 

the engine to the tank had failed at the manifold connection, 

so it was replaced with a longer tube that was curved for 

stress relief. After a quick ground run it was back into the air 

for the freestyle manoeuvres and Steve really put on a show 

and ended up with second place in the event 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday morning greeted the contestants with a few showers 

and a very strong Westerly wind. As a result the Contest 

Director scheduled Electric Glider and Old Timer Duration 

to be run first on the East West strip. 
 

VARMS looked to have a strong chance in Electric Glider 

but unfortunately David Hobby was delayed in getting to the 

field and missed the first round. He flew the next 2 rounds in 

very strong and gusty winds and scored well , but not quite 

well enough to overtake the eventual winner from Latrobe . 

 

Peter Cossins lined up with Lou Rodmans' Playboy Senior in 

the Old Timer Duration event. The weather was far from 

ideal for these lightly loaded, mainly high wing aircraft from 

another era. With the wind conditions , many of the competi-

tors had real problems in maintaining a straight line for the 

take off and quite a few take off's were aborted. No real 

problems for Peter as he managed the take off's well and 

ended up in a commendable third place with not a scratch on 

Lou's' model. 

Steve Malcman and John Riley with the Cessna 

Steve hiding behind his Cessna  the Katana in foreground 

David Hobby relaxing and taking advice  

from John Riley and Colin Collyer 

Four Old Timers in this shot  

Col Collyer, Play Boy, Lew Rodman and Peter Cossins 
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The final event flown by VARMS was the Musical 

Landings . Colin Collyer lined up with an old Jim 

Robertson model that look too nice to be in a kamikaze 

event in which the last plane flying wins. There is not a 

lot of skill in this even but it does take a lot of courage 

and luck  to dive your aircraft at the runway when the 

music stops in the hope that you will land and stop 

moving first. Drawing on past experience Colin had 

fitted a collapsible undercarriage made of soft alumin-

ium to the model. The idea being that the undercarriage 

would fold as the model “arrived” and that it will stop 

moving sooner that if the wheels were still in the nor-

mal position. The idea worked well but attention was 

needed to be given to the alignment of the wheels be-

fore each round  as a little to much toe out tended to 

make the model difficult to take off in a straight line. 

Colin‟s luck really ran out after landing in the 4th round. His 

model was down and stopped when it was clobbered by another 

landing model. The front end was torn off the model and that was 

the finish for Colin who ended up with a very creditable equal 

second place. 
 

When all of the results were totalled up VARMS was in first 

place from Latrobe and then Lillydale. 

 

As a club and a team VARMS performed well . We performed as 

expected in our special disciplines and with the bonus of keen 

members in Helicopter and Scale we are quite competitive  over-

all . However we do need a broader base and for more members 

to put their hand up to participate.  
 

Now is the time to start planning for  
 

the defence of our trophy in 2011. 

Coreflute and foam versus Balsa ….it was a draw ! 

Simon Raphael giving Colin Collyer  

a hand to fettle Jim Robertson’s old model. 

The next couple of pages have been devoted to the broad spectrum of models that competed in the 

VMAA trophy and have been culled from the 250 shots that John Riley took and the 500 or so from the 

VMAA Editor Joe Finocchiaro’s camera and therefore some captions may be wrong and are definitely 

biased towards our team,…... but only because they did such a fantastic job…….…...enjoy. 

Oops ....**IT happens ! 
A combatant from the Musical landings and it looks like a Cularis up a tree. 

David Hobby pointing out to Alan Mayhew where he thought the thermals might be. 
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 The RCGA Visits  Jerilderie, 

Easter 2010. 
 

Every once in a while, the reason for the all consuming pas-

sion we have for our hobby/sport/pastime gets a boost. Jer-

ilderie, Easter 2010,  has just delivered a big boost to a happy 

mob of radio control sailplane enthusiasts. 
 

Yes, we go off on flying expeditions, and too often all we get 

is disappointed. Too much wind. Not enough wind. Wind 

from, the wrong direction. Too hot, too cold. Tennis ball 

sized hail stones – that sort of thing. 100% days can be few 

and far between. But: every once in a while a day comes 

along when you hit the jackpot and all the variables line up 

as you hope they would every-time. It did not do that at Jer-

ilderie this year. Nope: we did not have a perfect day. We 

had two!! Followed by another two that were almost as good.  
 

In my humble opinion, Good Friday and Easter Saturday of 

2010 provided absolutely optimal soaring conditions for ra-

dio control gliders. Those two days were: not too hot, not too 

cold. Sunny. No wind.  Good company. Capable pilots. Lots 

of time. Tugs to share the load.  
 

There had recently been 9 inches of rain at Jerilderie, so 

things were even a bit green. There was  green grass in the 

middle of the racecourse. It was mostly dust last year. A 

pleasant change indeed. The sky was blue from Friday until 

Monday. I think everyone had a fine time. I know I did. 
 

Even Chris Carpenter's FOX got up and away. I didn't see 

how high he got, I was busy carefully watching my 

Schweizer 1-26B at the time. She was way up there in the 

blue. Chris was really pleased at his rocket ship's thermalling 

performance. 
There were some horror stories though. Leon Carlos had 

the misfortune of leaving his transmitter and receiver bat-

tery at home. I had spares and offered them for a loan. 

Later, Leon realised that he didn't have his dihedral bars 

either. Andy Smith, who arrived Saturday morning, came 

to the rescue and brought up the forgotten box of tricks. 

Leon, was saying “thank-you, thank-you” for the rest of the 

weekend. However, it was soon proved that there is no jus-

tice in this world. After Andy arrived with Leon's much 

needed “stuff”, it seemed that the bad luck baton was 

passed from Leon to Andy. Andy had a string of “oh-no” 

incidents, apparently because  in his transmitter going off 

the air intermittently. I can remember his ¼ scale Ka6e 

departing on aerotow, more or less out of control. This was 

after another model of Andy's had been heavily damaged in 

a far away out-landing. Fitted with another Tx module, the 

transmitter started to make sense all of the time, and Andy 

finished up better than he started. 

Chris Carpenter approaches the Flight Line with intent. 

There was one bloke however, Gregg Voak who was busy 

inside the pavilion Friday morning. You see, Gregg had just 

arrived from overseas. He picked up his newly acquired air-

craft in Sydney and arrived at Jerilderie about 8 hours later. 

You've got to be keen. Gregg must have had some good ad-

vice about the weather too. But being at Jerilderie didn't 

mean that Gregg could fly. Oh no. It's not that easy, his new 

model didn't have a radio installed. So there we were outside 

having an absolute ball – whilst Gregg must have been won-

dering whether his plan would come together.Gregg's plane 

is no ordinary aircraft, it's a Rosenthal DUO Discus. 40% 

scale. The full size has a 20m wingspan. Go on, do the 

maths. Yes, Gregg's model has an 8000mm wingspan. It was 

going to be the largest wingspan model I'd ever seen fly. 

About 330mm wider than John Copeland's Stemme 10. To 

say it is large is an understatement. After a while, even the 

Gregg Voak approaches the Flight Line for a maiden flight 

1/3 scale models were looking a bit wanting with respect to 

size. Following the successful brain implant, the Duo was 

taken apart (so it could exit the building!), and final prepa-

rations for a maiden flight were made outside.  

 

In the air, the DUO was soon found to be all good. At 8m 

she presents much like a full sized aircraft in the air and 

transited around the sky with an impressive l/d,  responding 

beautifully to thermals. I thought the DUO would stay up 

forever. Greg was also not backward in pushing the eleva-

tor stick forward either: so we also got to see her whistling 

majestically all over the place. Terrific. It's nice when a 

plan comes together. 

Leon Carlos's  Bergfalke returns –  

complete with dihedral bar. 
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I had a high old time flying my ¼ scale Schweizer 1-26B. 

Saturday being the highlight. By 3pm on Saturday I'd only 

managed to log two flights. Yeah: 1 hour 10 minutes, and 

then another of about 1 hour 30 minutes. How's that! Just 

great. The bad news is however that my little Zlog altimeter 

data logger threw a wobbly – and I don't have the flight pro-

files as a record. Somehow it scored a flight of exactly 

10,000 samples and that just about filled up the RAM. Oh 

well. 

My ¼ scale Schweizer 1-26B  
 

As usual, the tug pilots did a great job. David Hobby with his 

Texas Taildragger did heaps, whilst Neil/Henryk, Greg/Theo 

and Chris also did plenty of towing with hardly a drama. 

Thanks guys. 

Ever seen a “Texas Taildragger”?  

 

First thing on Sunday it was too windy for enjoyable flying, 

so we all had a good chin-wag. However it wasn't too long 

before the wind abated and flying could commence. Even 

with the remaining breeze, it was still good flying. Drift 

down wind with the thermal, and then drive upwind to look 

for the next one. Challenging, and  fun. I think my record 

was 4 thermals in one flight. The big DUO really showed the 

advantage of a big model, cruising around in the breeze, eat-

ing up the sky, mercilessly hunting down thermals and ar-

resting their development. 
 

Gary McDougall had minor issues with the wheel of his 1/3 

scale Schleicher Ka-8 – but both his Ka-8s (1/3 & ¼ scale) 

continued flying without major drama all weekend. Anthony 

Peate's yellow Lunak apparently insisted on doing a beat up 

after most flights and performed really well, considering that 

it is no lightweight. Danny Malcman's ASW was going 

pretty well too. 

 

Gary MacDougall's 1/3 Ka8 departs. 

 

Mark Doyle's 1/3 scale DFS Reiher III is also worth men-

tioning. Off the Reiher would go behind the tug for another 

flight. Inevitably, the Reiher would come down - so Mark 

would fire up the electric motor and away she'd go again. 

Hey! The weight of the electrical power system seems to  

hardly make an impression on the thermalling performance. 

The Reiher could stay up for a long, long time. I'm a bit 

disappointed at the whiskers next to the plane's nose 

(folding prop)– but you can't deny the practicality. 

 

We had a few locals drop in too. Young and old, both en-

thralled and bored. One lady was quite beside herself with 

surprise as she realised how much fun we had, and how 

nice a way aero-towing is to pass the time. We had critics 

too. My word we did. We had a trio of full size glider pilots 

and tug pilots stay around for a few hours. I noticed that 

they watched – but didn't say much. They didn't even move 

away from where they parked the car. I eventually got talk-

ing with a lady who reminded me of my Grandmother. She 

had been imported from the UK years ago by Reg Ansett to 

help with maintenance of his fleet. She worked very close 

to where my father also helped Reg try and make a quid. 

Our talk was very interesting, as when she was in England 

her speciality was Avro Vulcan  Bombers. She enjoyed 

telling me a little of her experiences. Lucky me. She also 

has RC models and certainly knew what we were about. 

She currently teaches aeronautics at Tocumwal. Anyway, to 

cut to the chase, these three visitors were dismayed at the 

way we flew: the non-prototypic way we aero-tow. It is not 

very similar to the real thing. Not to scale. The take-off and 

rate of climb are all wrong. Far to much power is used, the 

result is excessively rapid climb rates, not as much about 

flying, as ballistics. There you go. What do you think of 

that? I had a soft spot for the point she was making, as one 

of my most memorable aero-tows was behind a modest J3 

Piper Cub (the same size as mine, but with a smaller mo-

tor). I was flying my club Schweizer, and we had a ball 

circulating around the field seeing that we were maybe 60 

feet higher with each lap. We got the altitude eventually -  

with no fuss or bother. I'm actually a still bit puzzled as to 

why the aim of aero-towing seems to be akin to getting “it” 

over and done with as quickly as possible. Why not take 

your time and enjoy? 

 

The BBQ on Saturday night at the racecourse was a great 

success. It was followed by an informal RCGA meeting 

about what those present thought we should do with “our” 

weekend. Should we share it with the rest of the world? Or 

keep it to ourselves. It was agreed that we didn't want it to 

grow too much. Organisation would become too onerous. 
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But it was agreed that a few more participants, hopefully 

from far and wide, would probably enhance the experi-

ence. Don't be surprised if there is a bit more publicity 

prior to the Jerilderie 2011.  Some new heads would be 

nice – but not too many! 

DUO and Tug  take a break outside the pavilion. 
 

Something different happened on Monday -and it nearly 

cost me a plane. My plan for a nice quiet time to unwind, 

before travelling home on Tuesday was not to be. Other 

people also had the idea of letting everyone else go home 

first.  Why go home on Monday, only to be faced with 

miles and miles of bumper to bumper traffic. The wind 

was up again in the morning, but did the right thing and 

abated before lunch. We found ourselves soaring in a 

slight breeze from the north. Flying continued until 

about 4 or 5 pm. Tim was flying his Schweizer again 

under a big blue sky with just a few clouds about. He'd 

finally managed to nail a nice big thermal, reclining like 

he does in his low chair. Up she went. Such a nice plane. 

However, Tim didn't charge his transmitter Sunday night 

– because he thought he would only be flying until 

lunchtime. He was sure the batteries would be OK for a 

couple more hours. Then Tim, in his chair thinks: “It's 

now about 3 o'clock – in the afternoon!” Tim glances 

down at the dial on his transmitter. He knows that when 

there is 20% left on the battery meter, it's a lie. There's actu-

ally only a few minutes left. And if I hadn't looked down then 

– I would have lost the Schweizer – in fact I still had a good 

chance of loosing it. There I was, way up high, with maybe as 

little as 2 minutes of useful electromagnetic radiation remain-

ing in the plastic box in my hands. The dial was smack on 

20%. So – I immediately do a couple of spin rotations – too 

steep; too fast! I straighten up, pop out the spoilers, dial in 

50% down-trim, and the Schweizer is heading back down to 

the airfield at an angle of about 45 degrees at a very fast, but 

steady speed. How fast do you fly in this situation? Fast 

enough, or not fast enough I guess. It was the fastest con-

trolled descent I'd ever done. I must make a point of practising 

emergency descents -they're really quite useful at times!  
 

There I was, doing a quick crosswind leg at terminal velocity 

with 100% spoilers, descending very steeply, before turning 

on final and Theo: who's apparently been watching my un-

characteristic descent, interrupts my concentration and re-

marks “Come on Tim! – what about a scale landing...” 

I tell him what he can do with his scale landing!. 

 Then, I was safely down.  Thankfully, my estimate of 2 min-

utes of Tx  remaining was wrong. However, it had indeed 

taken me every bit of two minutes to get down. I left the Tx 

turned on to see how close I had come to destroying my 

Schweizer. 4 minutes later the needle was relaxing, heading 

left, going down through the red zone. A close call indeed. 
 

It pays to know your equipment. Knowing that the battery was 

effectively flat at 20% remaining, saved the plane. 
 

Oh yes: On the way down I was thinking, “You're really silly 

Tim. There's a brand new Multiplex Tx in your car with an 

audible battery warning – you really should have got around to 

modifying the Schweizer for it”. My faithful old Futaba set, 

now 27 years old, has given sterling service, and does a great 

job. It works as well today as the day I bought it. However, it 

might be time for it to be put on the shelf for a rest. What's 

more, the instructions for my new Tx say that it will last for 

about 6.5 hours. 6.5 hours!  

For the second time I say – “Oh well”.                                                                                     

 Tim Morland 

Plenty of wing varieties in the VMAA Trophy 
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Power Pilots Page 

Apologies but with our resounding success in the VMAA Trophy I have held the Power Column till next time. 
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Tap 

4M Verandah 

Here are two 

very rough 

sketch’s of the 

proposed Club-

house for your 

perusal.  

The Committee  

welcomes any 

suggestions  

BUT  
Please only  in 

sketch form and 

via  the club mail 

box.  

It would be un-

fair to brow beat 

individual ‘com’ 

members with  

your individual 

thoughts of mods, 

plus it will be 

easier to discuss 

mods if all are on 

the same page, 

so to speak.  
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 Model Engines Visit  
 Wednesday June 16 @ 7pm 

As arranged by Reg Neville 
 

We asked if someone could come along to 

one of our General Meetings and give mem-

bers a rundown on their new Hitec Aurora 

2.4 Ghz radio in our Show and Tell segment. 

This was declined. Instead they invited 

VARMS to come to their Warehouse and see 

ALL of their latest radio gear and huge range 

of models, engines, cars and accessories. 

Some of the new items will not even be in 

the Hobby Shops yet. Model Engines distrib-

ute OS Engines, Hitec and Multiplex and 

many other brands. 
 

One of our lucky members will go home 

with a “Door prize” and everybody gets a 

“Goody Bag” containing many interesting 

items. There could also be a range of items 

for sale, on the night. They could come in 

damaged boxes or discontinued items. You 

may also be able to pick up a real bargain if 

they just happen to be clearing models that 

have been flown at displays or maybe re-

cently test flown for evaluation purposes.  
 

Note: Model Engines do not normally sell 

direct and do not have credit or debit card 

facilities. If you wish to purchase one, or 

more, of the above items you need to bring 

CASH. 
 

Model Engines are located at 168 Browns 

Road Nobel Park. 
 

Numbers will be limited so get in early and 

write your name and address on the sheet on 

the main desk at the May meeting and or 

email same to mhaysom@tpg.com.au 

Barak Obama and Kevin Dudd are shown a time machine 

which can see 50 years into the future.  

They both decide to test it by asking a question each. 

Barak goes first. 

"What will the USA be like in 50 years time" 

 The machine whirrs and beeps and goes into action and 

gives him a printout, he reads it out "The country is in 

good hands under a new president, crime is non-existent, 

there is no conflict, the economy is healthy. There are no 

worries" 

 Kevin thinks "Its not bad this time machine, I'll have a bit 

of that" so he asks "What will Australia be like in 50 years 

time?" 

 The machine whirrs and beeps and goes into action, and 

he gets a printout. 

But he's just staring at it. 

 "Come on Kev" says Barak, "What does it say" 

 Kevin replies,  

"Buggered if I know ! It's all in Arabic!" 

What did our President say after he was landed on….I wonder? 

More from the carnival of Carnage ! 

Col wants this as next years musical landings model !!! How the hell did the Tranny get in there ? 

mailto:mhaysom@tpg.com.au
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Any problems with the field ring  

Martin “Grass”  Hopper 
9873 8256 

 

 

Our special thanks to Kelly and Ian Costello 

from 

Bakers Delight at The Glen Shopping Centre 

Glen Waverley 

 

And also to Bruce Robinson for collecting and 

bringing it all to the meetings each month. 
 

Training 
Dates  

9 May, 23 May, 
6 Jun, 20 Jun 

 

Training Radio Frequencies 
are:  641   643   645 

 

VARMS Training is kindly 
sponsored by  

Hyperion  
Australia  

Mowing Roster 

  May Jun Jul 

Bruce Robinson 9887 8996 *   

Graeme Hollis 9739  4886    *   

Mal. Buckmaster 9763 1632  *  

Robert Kassell 9795 1330      *  

Henri Wohlmuth 9764 1921   * 

Jim Baker 9803 2185      * 

VARMS Trophy 2010 
  

The VARMS trophy is a series of low key, fun competi-

tions for two channel, two meter gliders, or entry level 

electric models. Beginners are more than welcome and will 

learn a lot about catching thermals, model trim, flying a 

target time, landing on the spot and laughing when the 

“experts” get it very wrong. If the wind is blowing, we may 

go slope soaring instead, so please get your name on my 

list of interested people so I can contact you the day before. 

 Dates for 2010 are as follows:   16th May and 20th June 
  

If you are interested, please get in touch with  

Bruce Clapperton   
Mobile 0438 644 867.  

  bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au  

Geoff Moore ( Heliport) 9802 2044 

Max Koludrovic (Runways and Pits) 

Links to Alex flying his Hawkeye EC2 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqW5E_FyyFE – 

Taking off 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtapoazDWsk – 

Flying around and landing 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGZPBHkz9Ng – 

After landing… 
 

Well done Alex a triffic achievement, plus the article’s 

are a great read….Err, what’s next I wonder? 

mailto:bruce.clapperton@boschrexroth.com.au
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WqW5E_FyyFE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtapoazDWsk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SGZPBHkz9Ng
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All material published in Aspectivity is the copyright of the author of the article. 
Opinions expressed in Aspectivity may not represent the views of VARMS Inc.  Editor, or Printer. 
VARMS Inc., the Editor and the Printer accept no responsibility for the accuracy of the content. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VARMS  Web Site :   http:// www.varms.org.au—For up to date info on VARMS 
 

Current Members:                        If you change your address, please notify the Registrar and VMAA, 
                                                                      so that we can  maintain the correct addressing of this Newsletter. 
Potential Members:              If you are interested in joining VARMS, or learning more about our     
                                                                                                                      activities, please contact the Secretary, or other Committee member. 
 

 
 

VARMS (Inc.) was formed in 1968 to get together aero-modellers who were interested in    building and flying radio 
controlled gliders.  Members fly at many places, but have a home field on High Street Road, Wantirna South 
(Melways Map 72, C1), where training classes are free to all and are held on Sunday mornings, generally on a fort-
nightly basis.  Exact dates and times are posted on the field entrance gate.   

VARMS Training is kindly sponsored by Hyperion Australia. 
 

VARMS organises regular competitions in both Slope and Thermal Soaring, for many kinds of radio controlled  
gliders, ranging from fun-fly models to competition models and scale replicas. 
 

General Meetings are held on the SECOND FRIDAY of each month (except January) -  at the Glen Waverley Primary 
School Hall, in High Street Road, Glen Waverley (next to McDonalds on the corner of High Street Road and Spring-
vale Rd.).  Meetings start at 8:00 pm and visitors are welcome.  Formalities are usually followed by lively discussions 
on matters of interest to all modellers and a  light supper, supplied by Bakers Delight, The Glen Shopping Centre. 

Victorian Association of Radio Model Soaring Inc. 
Organisation No. A0001504U 

 
Affiliated with the  Federation Aeronautique Internationale  (FAI) 

The World Air Sports Federation 

If undelivered return to: 
VARMS Inc. 
P.O. Box 4096 
KNOX City Centre VIC  3152 

    

 
        
 

 

President Colin Collyer  9561 9097 

Secretary Roger Stevenson 9830 8293 

Treasurer Ian Pearson 5996 5019 

Contest Director Alan Mayhew 9887 7885 

Editor/ Site Manager Max Haysom 9801 3899 

Ordinary Member  Martin Hopper 9873 8256 

Registrar Bruce Clapperton 9803 3108 

Heli Group Rep Steven Malcman 9884 0614 

Sports power Rep Chris Kurdian 9762 0714 

Webmaster Steve Tester 9724 9728 


